destined for Edinburgh but for Dusseldorf. Does this not highlight that checklists are not infallible and that in spite of checklists, errors can happen. Unexpected unforeseen events can and will still occur despite completion of every checklist. It is not surprising then that the flight plan error was realized only when the plane landed in Edinburgh welcoming the passengers to Edinburgh. Do you agree that maybe when the flight was ready to depart or just after take-off if there was an announcement about the destination and the flying time would this error have been realized in time for the pilot to rectify the flight path?
Checklists in healthcare, especially in cardiac surgery, have been introduced to ensure that every instrument that is needed and every device to be implanted are available in all sizes. Checklists are not infallible and ultimately rely on human positivity and human persistence. This is paramount especially in cardiac surgery, one of the most heavily scrutinized specialties as well as a specialty where the devastating outcome of failure is death. In the United Kingdom, every surgeon has his individual surgical mortality published in the public domain; arguably, mortality is not dependent purely on surgeon's competence or expertise, in the large majority of (nearly 90%) high-risk cases, the outcome can be determined by the institution and its resource and expertise available (e.g. ventricular assist devices). The surgeon relies on every member of their team, perfusion, anaesthesia, intensive care and conducts the operation in full faith of expertise in every sub-specialty. They take the responsibility of a positive attitude, an optimistic attitude and in the belief that the patient will benefit from the operation and offer a successful outcome. However, simply positivity is not the only mantra. Persistence is an important additional element. Persistence and positivity, persistence to overcome the challenge, persistence in preparation of unexpected, persistence in expecting the intervention to be difficult and still confident of a beneficial outcome. It is my sincere belief that all the BREXIT checklists have been and/or will be scrutinized and confirmed with an element of positivity coupled with deepseated persistence to aspire for an overall congenial mutually beneficial relationship with the EU.
I am of the strongest faith and credence that every member, especially in cardiovascular sciences, is to be BREXIT checklist: Positivity and Persistence 846053P RF0010.1177/0267659119846053PerfusionEditorial editorial2019 Editorial congratulated for his practice imbibed, in part, by attending cross-border collaborations, discussions, meetings, conferences, workshops, debates and teleconferences. Academic collaborations are based on merit, on cross-border expertise, coming together for science to shape the future for the benefit of mankind.
My congratulations to every author in this journal who has for various reasons endeavoured to evaluate, conduct and improve practice, spread the word internationally without boundaries and share knowledge, understanding and hopefully practice. I see my role as Editor in Chief not of a controller of access, but simply as a purveyor or facilitator with the help of a dedicated team to disseminate high-quality research and restrict plagiarism.
My sincere congratulations and hope that by the time this Editorial is published, we have had an outcome on the challenge of BREXIT with positivity, with persistence, with checklists and a pinch of salt! Prakash P Punjabi Editor in Chief, Perfusion
